
179

Executive Orders EO 12997

(b) provide expanded opportunities for these priority public uses within
the Refuge System when they are compatible and consistent with sound
principles of fish and wildlife management, and are otherwise in the public
interest;

(c) ensure that such priority public uses receive enhanced attention in
planning and management within the Refuge System;

(d) provide increased opportunities for families to experience wildlife-
dependent recreation, particularly opportunities for parents and their chil-
dren to safely engage in traditional outdoor activities, such as fishing and
hunting;

(e) ensure that the biological integrity and environmental health of the
Refuge System is maintained for the benefit of present and future genera-
tions of Americans;

(f) continue, consistent with existing laws and interagency agreements,
authorized or permitted uses of units of the Refuge System by other Federal
agencies, including those necessary to facilitate military preparedness;

(g) plan and direct the continued growth of the Refuge System in a man-
ner that is best designed to accomplish the mission of the Refuge System,
to contribute to the conservation of the ecosystems of the United States,
and to increase support for the Refuge System and participation from con-
servation partners and the public;

(h) ensure timely and effective cooperation and collaboration with Fed-
eral agencies and State fish and wildlife agencies during the course of ac-
quiring and managing National Wildlife Refuges;

(i) ensure appropriate public involvement opportunities will be provided
in conjunction with refuge planning and management activities; and

(j) identify, prior to acquisition, existing compatible wildlife-dependent
uses of new refuge lands that shall be permitted to continue on an interim
basis pending completion of comprehensive planning.
Sec. 4. Judicial Review. This order does not create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or equity by a party against the
United States, its agencies, its officers, or any person.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
THE WHITE HOUSE,
March 25, 1996.

Executive Order 12997 of April 1, 1996

Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States of America, including section 1 of the International Or-
ganizations Immunities Act (59 Stat. 669, 22 U.S.C. 288), and having found
that the Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization is a public
international organization in which the United States participates within
the meaning of the International Organizations Immunities Act, I hereby
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designate the Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization as a pub-
lic international organization entitled to enjoy the privileges, exemptions,
and immunities conferred by the International Organizations Immunities
Act. This designation is not intended to abridge in any respect privileges,
exemptions, or immunities that such organization may have acquired or
may acquire by international agreements or by congressional action.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
THE WHITE HOUSE,
April 1, 1996.

Executive Order 12998 of April 5, 1996

Amendment to Executive Order No. 11880

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and
laws of the United States of America, including section 3347 of title 5,
United States Code, it is hereby ordered that Executive Order No. 11880
of October 2, 1975, as amended, is further amended as follows:

A new section 2 of Executive Order No. 11880 shall be added to read: ‘‘The
President may at any time, pursuant to law but without regard to the fore-
going provisions of this order, direct that an officer, as defined in 5 U.S.C.
3347, and specified by the President shall act as Secretary of Commerce.’’

The present section 2 of Executive Order No. 11880, as amended, shall be
redesignated as section 3.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
THE WHITE HOUSE,
April 5, 1996.

Executive Order 12999 of April 17, 1996

Educational Technology: Ensuring Opportunity for All
Children in the Next Century

In order to ensure that American children have the skills they need to suc-
ceed in the information-intensive 21st century, the Federal Government is
committed to working with the private sector to promote four major devel-
opments in American education: making modern computer technology an
integral part of every classroom; providing teachers with the professional
development they need to use new technologies effectively; connecting
classrooms to the National Information Infrastructure; and encouraging the
creation of excellent educational software. This Executive order streamlines
the transfer of excess and surplus Federal computer equipment to our Na-
tion’s classrooms and encourages Federal employees to volunteer their time
and expertise to assist teachers and to connect classrooms.

Accordingly, by the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States of America, including the provisions of
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